
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 19
As we finished Genesis 18 we read of Abraham’s exchange with the LORD regarding saving the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah on 
account of the righteous people, though perhaps few, that lived in the city.  The LORD had sent two angels towards Sodom to 
inquire regarding the depths of evil that resided there.  Sadly, they will find out first hand about the evil of the city, but also 
that even Abraham’s final number of 10 righteous to spare the city will not be met.  And so we move to Genesis 19, one of the 
most graphic and consequential chapters in Scripture.

Genesis 19:1-3 - Lot Lives In Sodom, Welcome The Angels

We haven’t heard from Lot since Genesis 14 when we read that he had moved into the region of Sodom, but now he appears 
again, almost as a surprise to the reader.  Perhaps this is why Abraham wanted to intercede for the city - he know his 
nephew was there.

Lot welcomes to angels and offers to house and feed them for the night.  The angels planned to sleep “in the square” and 
upon hearing this, Lot “urged them strongly” to stay with him.  As we read on, we will soon find out why.

Genesis 19:4-11 - The Wicked Men Of Sodom

Just as the family heads towards bed, the men of Sodom surround Lot’s house and beg for Lot to give the two “men” over 
to them so they may have (sexual) “relations” with them.

Lot appeals to the people to leave, but it seems as if Lot has been compromised - he pleads with the people of Sodom as his 
“brothers” and then makes a shocking and unthinkable counter offer of his own virgin daughters.

As Lot tries to reason with the unreasonable and perverted mob, the people of Sodom turn on Lot and threaten to harm 
Lot.  If not for the angel’s intervention - both grabbing Lot to bring him back on the other side of the door and then 
striking the men of the crowd with blindness - Lot would have been killed.

Genesis 19:12-14 - A Decision Is Made

The angels have seen enough to make their determination on the fate of the city.  It is going to be destroyed.  In God’s 
grace, the angels inform Lot about this and give him a chance to warn and gather his family so they may flee the city 
before the judgment comes.  But when Lot shares the news with his family, they think he’s joking.

Genesis 19:15-22

It was time for Lot and his family to leave.  Yet Lot “hesitated” (v. 16) and he and his family needed to literally be 
pulled out of the city by the angels.  The angels clear the city limits and charge Lot to run away, and escape far away 
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from Sodom - or else they would be caught in the judgement.  How does Lot respond?  He offers up another plan…”oh no, 
my lords” he says!

Lot asks if he can settle in the city of Zoar, a small city that appears to have been part of God’s original judgment, 
but because of His mercy, and only because of His mercy, he allows Lot to rest there.  It’s kind of absurd to think about 
Lot’s request in the bigger context of this story.  Lot and his family are going to be destroyed, if not for God’s mercy.  
Yet even when God directs Lot, Lot has stipulations and hesitancy in obeying God.  “Yes God, you can save me, I guess 
that’s okay…but I’d like you to save me like this...”

WOW. Thankfully we would never have comments or critiques about the things God asks of us in his plan to bring us to 
salvation???

The angels allow Lot to settle in Zoar but give him and his family very specific instructions: “Escape for your life, 
don’t look behind you…”  This is a serious moment.

Genesis 19:23-26 - Judgment Comes

Sodom and Gomorrah are destroyed by brimstone and fire falling from the sky - a way that would be unmistakable that it 
comes from God.  The cities of Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding area are completely annihilated.  The land around 
the cities is made desolate as well.  This is a picture of the righteous judgment of the LORD upon the unrepentant sinner.

And as the cities are destroyed, Lot’s wife “looks back” and is instantly turned into a “pillar of salt.”  Lot hesitated, 
his future sons in law refuse to leave, and now Lot’s wife appears to long to return to her life in Sodom, at the very 
least she doesn’t fear the word of the LORD in this critical moment (Remember in Genesis 19:17 God said through the 
angels, “don’t look behind you”).

This moment comes and goes in the text very quickly, but can not be passed by - it is very significant. Jesus will 
reference this moment in Luke 17 when he prepares his disciples for the trials to come before his return (and the final day 
of the LORD).

Luke 17:32-33 - "Remember Lot's wife. 33 "Whoever seeks to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life 
will preserve it.

Lot’s wife looked back literally but in her heart she was looking back to the life she had in Sodom. Maybe she was sad 
about the friends she left behind.  Maybe she was sad about her home.  Maybe she was thinking about her favorite places 
in the city to visit.  Maybe she was reflecting on the things she could no longer do now that the city and it’s life was 
gone.

But whatever her heart’s longing - she was looking back when the LORD specifically commanded her not to.  Do not feel 
bad for Lot’s wife, remember the lesson of Lot’s wife.  She knew what she should and shouldn’t do and made her choice. 
 She overlooked the evil and wickedness of Sodom, and perhaps her own participation in that life there, to look back with 
sorrow for that, and not for the evil.
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Instead of being grateful for God’s mercy and fearing His power to bring judgment, she was nostalgic for days gone by. 
 And so, with her heart and thoughts in Sodom, she too faces the judgment and becomes an eternal example of what not 
to do.

Genesis 19:27-29 - Abraham Watches From Above

This is an interesting interjection to the text.  The narrator brings us back to Abraham who looks into the valley and 
sees Sodom and Gomorrah gone.  Certainly he realized that there were not 10 righteous found in the city afterall.  Lot 
and his family are spared because God loved Abraham and the blessing of Abraham was wide enough touch Lot and his 
family - who clearly were not spared for their own piety.

Genesis 19:30-38 - You Can Take A Family Out Of Sodom, But Not The Sodom Out Of A Family

Lot has been spared - he is moves from Zoar to the safety of the mountains.  But when he arrives, his two daughters 
(remember the girls Lot offered to the men of Sodom?) make a plan to sleep with their father and become impregnated 
through him.  (Yes, this is what we are actually reading in Genesis 19).  They get him drunk and for two successive 
nights get pregnant with their father’s children.

The children born of this despicable event are Moab and Ben-Ammi, the fathers of the Moabites and Ammonites - two of the 
nations who will cause much trouble for the children of Abraham in the generations to come.

There are a few main things we learn from Genesis 19

First, we are reminded that the LORD is the God of justice and righteous judgment.  We typically focus on God’s grace and mercy 
in our lives, and we rightfully should - but we can’t overlook his power and justice.  As Abraham said “will not the judge of all 
the earth do right?”  We must have the right attitude towards Him and serve him with reverence and fear.  He’s our heavenly 
Father and a consuming fire.

Secondly, the rest of Scripture holds up this story of Sodom and Gomorrah as the example of the eternal judgment in the end.  

2 Peter 2:6 (NLT) - Later, God condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah and turned them into heaps of ashes. He made 
them an example of what will happen to ungodly people.

The people of Sodom and Gomorrah were completely destroyed and even today, while there are many archeological sites in the 
region of Israel and the Middle East, no one knows where Sodom and Gomorrah were.  There is no remnant of the city’s walls, 
architecture or artifacts.  The reason why is because the cities and their inhabitants were destroyed with the “eternal fire” of 
the LORD.  This isn’t to say that the burning of the fire is eternal, but that the effects of the fire is.

And lastly, there is a lesson for us today about not waiting to obey the LORD.  Genesis 19:16 says that after hearing the word 
of the LORD about the coming judgment, Lot “hesitated” (“lingered”, ESV, KJV).  For sure, we all have plenty of questions about 
things that the LORD asks us to do.  We pray for wisdom to understand different things and situations in life.  But then we have 
some instances where we know exactly what God wants us to do and we wait.  We hesitate.  We linger.
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Lot’s hesitation was due in part to his lack of faith in the reality of the coming judgment.  Even when the angels charge him to 
flee to the mountains, Lot offers a second option.  He had never seen fire falling from the sky - so how can he be sure it is 
coming?  Yet Lot’s “faith” wasn’t to be in whether or not he had seen fire and brimstone before - his “faith” was supposed to be 
in the word of the LORD - which was “judgement is coming, here’s what you need to do to escape it.”  

And yet Lot doesn’t believe the LORD - even after his life is spared from assault by the angels outside of his own front door and 
again as the angels take him out of the city itself the next morning.

His need to obey without hesitation was not dependant on him having it all figured out and seeing every step along the way - his 
need was because God knew what was right and best for Lot and Lot needed to trust that if the LORD was asking him to do 
something, God would be with Him, and in the end work things to be good for Lot.

And so though he wasn’t a main focus of this chapter, we return to Abraham, the great example of faith.  Thought flawed, 
Abraham’s example was one of obedience and action - not one of hesitation or lingering.  Abraham obeyed God because he trusted 
God’s word, in spite of his lack of evidence.

Sometimes we can’t wait to obey God until we have everything sorted out or have every option calculated.  Sometimes we just need 
to do what God says (especially as recorded in the Bible) based on our trust for God.  In some cases, if we wait to obey God, 
there will be consequences that we won’t be able to fix.  Remember Lot’s wife.  Fear the LORD and keep his commandments and don’t 
hesitate.  The day of the LORD is at hand.
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